
 

 
Data center computing is a large and growing industry both across the nation and in Iowa. Currently, Iowa has 

approximately 105 data center buildings in operation, planned, or under construction that are predominantly located in 

10 clusters across the state (About 2% of the national total). The Des Moines area is the largest data center hub in Iowa, 

followed by Council Bluffs and Cedar Rapids.  

 

Data centers in Iowa that are either operating or under construction (57) have significant impacts on the state economy. 

Currently operating data centers in Iowa are estimated to have the following total economic impact each year: 

       

Iowa data centers are estimated 

to have impact multipliers that 

are comparable to many 

manufacturing industries in the 

state, with a lower value-added 

multiplier but a higher output 

multiplier. 

Looking forward, if all 105 of the 

data centers in Iowa were to become operational, the total annual operations value added in the state from data 

centers could rise to $3.2 billion; account for more 

than 18,100 jobs; provide nearly $1.6 billion in labor 

income; result in nearly $6 billion in total output and 

contribute more than $650 million in total taxes paid. 

The total impact of currently operating data centers 

in Iowa represents approximately 0.33% of statewide 

employment, 0.36% of state labor income, 0.51% of 

state value added, and 0.44% of state output. Of the 

470 IMPLAN industries present in Iowa, data centers 

currently rank 131st in terms of employment, 94th by 

labor income, 85th by value added, and 99th by 

output. Currently operating data centers are 

estimated to directly employ 3,280 workers. 

Industries with a similar level of employment in Iowa include car washes, dairy cattle and milk production, poultry and 

egg production, rail transportation, and business and professional associations.   

Data centers in Iowa represent about 

61% of employment in commercial 

construction, 22% of manufacturing, 

power & communications, commercial 

and non-residential construction and 

7.7% of all statewide construction. 

Industry Employment
Labor Inc 
($million)

Car washes 3,733                 $164.77
Dairy cattle and milk production 3,535                 $209.78
Bread and bakery, except frozen, mfg 3,393                 $145.22
Poultry and egg production 3,310                 $241.55
Data centers 3,280                 $448.22
Rail transportation 3,197                 $331.00
Personal and household goods repair 3,008                 $162.35
Business and professional associations 2,977                 $241.21
Local government passenger transit 2,476                 $254.80
Valve and fittings, non-plumbing, mfg 2,725                 $265.80
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